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The Great War – “The War To End All Wars”
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• Four years and 114 days

• 8 to 10 million dead

• 22 to 23 million wounded 

amongst all combatants

• 6 million civilian deaths 

(military action, disease and 

malnutrition)



June 28, 1914
Assassination of the 
Austro Hungarian, 
Arch Duke Ferdinand 
and his wife, who were 
shot in Sarajevo by a 
Serbian nationalist. 
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• Austro Hungarian Empire declared war on 
Serbia.

• Great Britain declared war on Germany on 
August 4th 1914 because of a treaty 
obligation with Belgium. 

• On the same day Germany, having 
previously declared war on France, 
launched an offensive through neutral 
Belgium threatening Paris. 

• British and French troops stopped them 43 
miles from the capital at the battle of the 
Marne. 

• The Germans then withdrew and dug in. 
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1914
• August 1914 also saw the Germans defeat 

the Russian Army in Northwest Poland. 
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1914
• August 1914 also saw the Germans defeat 

the Russian Army in Northwest Poland. 

• In November German forces were 
themselves defeated by the Allies at the 
first battle of Ypres. 

• During this year the Ottoman Empire 
which spread over large areas of the 
Mediterranean, Middle East and the 
Balkans, declared war on the allies

• the Royal Navy began a blockade of 
Germany’s ports. 

11



• German submarines began attacking 
Allied shipping around the UK. 

• The Lusitania, a passenger liner, became 
a victim off the southern Irish coast and 
1200 civilian passengers were lost. 

1915
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• German submarines began attacking 
Allied shipping around the UK. 

• The Lusitania, a passenger liner, became 
a victim off the southern Irish coast and 
1200 civilian passengers were lost. 

1915

• April 1915 saw the start of the disastrous 
Gallipoli campaign -- an attempt to gain a 
strategic advantage by capturing 
Constantinople.
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• February 1916 battle began between the 
French and German armies at Verdun. 

• Ended in December with a French 
victory, but at devastating cost.

• Battle of the Somme, the Allied 
offensive and victory, which lasted until 
November.

1916
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• February 1916 battle began between the 
French and German armies at Verdun. 

• Ended in December with a French 
victory, but at devastating cost.

• Battle of the Somme, the Allied 
offensive and victory, which lasted until 
November.

• The greatest naval battle of the war took 
place on the 31st May and the 1st June 
when the German fleet was attacked 
and defeated by the British off the 
Danish coast at Jutland.

1916

15



• Battles of 
• Arras, 

• Vimy Ridge,

• the Anise, 

• Passchendaele

• Cambrai 

• In April this year the United States was 
brought into the war. 

1917

• Following the Russian Revolution early 
in the year, and the overthrow of the 
government by the Bolsheviks in 
October, Russia agreed peace with the 
Central powers and left the war.
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• War drawing to its close. 

• The German Spring Offensive was 
defeated 

• Germany sought an Armistice. 

1918
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“Attack”      Siegfried Sassoon
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Mars the Bringer of War                Gustav Holst
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Mars the Bringer of War                Gustav Holst

23



December 1914
Scarborough, West Hartlepool and Whitby 
were fired upon by ships of the German Navy. 
West Hartlepool suffered the most because of 
the docks and factories.

The Home Front -- Attacks on the UK
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Zeppelin Air Raids
• 19/20 January 1915 on Kings Lynn, 

Sheringham, Great Yarmouth

May 1917
• aircraft bombers were used for the 

first time. 
• able to fly at lower altitudes 
• bombing was more accurate.

The Home Front -- Attacks on the UK

• Main Target was London and south 
east
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Penny Feiwel’s account                                                 Zeppelin Raid  
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The Home Front -- Conscription
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Bugles and Drums Trad, arr. B. Kenyon
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Bugles and Drums Trad, arr. B. Kenyon
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Bugles and Drums Trad, arr. B. Kenyon
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The Home Front – Women at Work
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The Home Front – Women at Work in Armaments

Daisy Collingwood’s Account   Armaments Factory Worker
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The Home Front – Women at Work in Agriculture
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The Home Front – Children

37



The Home Front – Military Hospitals
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The Home Front – Military Hospitals in Newmarket
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War Girls Jessie Pope
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War Girls Jessie Pope
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Whistle While You Work  / Heigh-Ho    Frank Churchill               



The Home Front – Rationing
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The Home Front – Rationing
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The Home Front – Sporting Events

X
XX

49



The Home Front – Sporting Events             Derby run at Newmarket

Gainsborough 1918
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The Home Front – Social Issues
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Largo from the New World Symphony          Dvorak
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The Armistice
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The Armistice May Wedderburn Cannan
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Celebrations
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Celebrations – London Parade
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An account by a lady called Maud Cox – who was 8 in 1918 
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Celebrations – London Parade See the Conquering Hero Comes   Handel
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Celebrations – Victory at Sea Rule Britannia          Thomas Arne



Remembrance  The Wind On the Downs Marian Allen
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Nimrod Edward ElgarRemembrance  
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Temporary Cenotaph in 1919



Remembrance – The Cenotaph
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Remembrance   -- The Unknown Warrior
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Remembrance   -- The Unknown Warrior
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Remembrance   -- The Unknown Warrior
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Remembrance   -- The Unknown Warrior
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Remembrance   -- The Unknown Warrior
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Lyrics   Herbert Kretzmer     Music  Claude-Michel Schönberg81

Remembrance   -- The Unknown Warrior               Bring Him Home 



Remembrance – War Memorials
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Remembrance – Exning War Memorial
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Remembrance – Exning War Memorial
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Remembrance
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Remember       Lyrics   Christina Rossetti    Music  S Chapman 
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George ASHBY Edward Percy DICKER Abel HOWLETT Harry PITCHES

Carol (Chas) Edward BAIRD Arthur Rayment DRAKE Thomas John HOWLETT William PITCHES

Harry Robert BEETON Lawrence Glyde EARITH William HOWLETT Drederick PREWER

Frank BENSTEAD George William EDWARDS Robert George JAGGARD George ROSBROOK

William Henry BOND Herbert Alfred EDWARDS Reuben JEFFERY Frederick George ROSE

Walter William BRADLEY Henry EVERETT Dermod Patrick JEWITT William SCOTT

Frederick George BROWN Vicars John EVERETT William Charles JONES Charles Valentine SETCHELL

Norris BROWN Robert Henry FALLICK George JUDD William SNOWDEN

Thomas Clarence BROWN Allan Thomas FARR Alec Pearman KING Ernest Edward STEVENS

Sidney BUTCHER Albert James FENN George Thomas KING Jack TALBOT

Oliver CARTER Frederick FENN Selwyn Vernon LAWS Harold Newman THURLBOURN

Alfred Thomas CHAPMAN Leonard William FENN George William LAYTON Albert Joseph TILLEY

Harry CLARK Bertram FINCH Mark Allen LING Joseph Ernest TROWSDALE

Alfred Stephen COBBOLD William James FOREMAN Maurice Charles LLOYD James Robert TURNER

Arthur James COLLEN Frederick FULLER Arthur Robert NEALE Lawrence Edward VAILE

John Richard COLLEN Robert FULLER Albert NORMAN Herbert Charles VERNHAM

Arthur James CORNWELL William Edward GOODCHILD Harry OSBORN Oliver James WISEMAN

George William DAVEY Charles James HEFFER Robert Ernest PARR Bertram WOODS

Walter James DAVEY Ernest William HOBBS William John PATTLE William WOODS

Jack DENNIS Arthur James HOWE Kenneth George PERRY Eric WOOLLARD



The Aftermath
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The Aftermath – Votes for Women (over 30)
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Unemployment rose to 

2.5 million by 1922.

The Aftermath  -- The WWI Debt

WWI debt was paid off in?

2015

Millions of pounds
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The Aftermath – “A Land Fit for Heroes”
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• Lance Bombardier Tom Lister, 

• Formed the British Legion in May 1921 by 

bringing together 4 national organisations of 

ex Servicemen. 

• This organisation has grown to become the 

charity familiar to us which continues to this 

day to care and support ex-servicemen and 

their dependants.

The Aftermath –

Lister House in Ripon

British Legion March   by      Thomas Bidgood
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Royal British Legion



The Aftermath – The Roaring Twenties The Charleston James P. Johnson
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The Aftermath – Consumer Goods
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The Aftermath – Financial Crash & Unemployment
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The reparations demanded by the Allies of Germany

• £22 billion, nearly £2 trillion in today’s money.

• £6.6 billion of the £22 came to the UK, to repair the damage and repay the

allied war loans.

• in 1923 Germany defaulted -- Ruhr invaded by French and Belgian troops.

• Economic crisis got worse for Germany.

• Lausanne in July 1932 -- Allies to agreed to suspend all reparations 

• But this was too late

The Aftermath -- Germany
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1050am at the War Memorial 
• Official wreaths will be laid including by 

children from Stepping Stones pre-School and 
Exning Primary School 

• The Last Post and Reveille will be sounded by 
members of the Town Band. 

• Standard Bearers from the Royal British Legion 
and the newly formed Beaver Group. 

1105am in St Martin’s Church
• Service of Remembrance 
• Music will be provided by the Town Band. 

4 00pm Church bells will be rung  unmuffled
and a beacon will be lit in Churchyard.

Still to come 
tomorrow…..
November 11th

Remembrance Sunday 
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EXNING 
REMEMBERS WORLD WAR ONE

AN EVENING of  WORDS AND MUSIC TO COMMEMORATE THE 100TH 

ANNIVERSARY of  THE OUTBREAK of  THE FIRST WORLD WAR ON 4TH 

AUGUST 1914 AND TO REMEMBER THE 80 VILLAGERS WHO DIED AS A 

RESULT of  THE CONFLICT

DONATIONS TONIGHT IN FAVOUR of  THE BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL

Sponsored by the Exning Branch of  the Royal British Legion in conjunction with Exning Parochial Church Council

August 
3rd

2014
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George Townsend 
of Westwood House,  Church Street, Exning
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• 100 people walked
• Aged 6 to 86
• Some relatives of the enlisted men
• Some people currently living in or near the homes of those men

• From those homes to the “Enlistment Office” at Exning Primary School
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Off to “War” & then the Return
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Some represented those who returned undamaged in body or mind
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Others represented those who returned with physical injuries, some “life changing”
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Others represented those who returned with injuries of the mind
Then they called it “shell shock”, today we call it PTSD

(Post Traumatic Stress Disorder)
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Others represented the 80 who did not return
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The Last Post & Songs of WWI  
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The “EER Box” at the back of St Martin’s Church



129


